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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Newsom Tenement is two bays wide and one deep, built close
to the ground on a stone foundation. On the west side is a two story
wing, a little larger than the front portion, plus a one story shed.

The porch on the street remains and it has a hip roof which,
like the main roof, is covered with tin. The porch has been par-
tially enclosed and screened. A portion of the enclosure is covered
with the same type white asbestos siding as the body of the house.

The windows have 1/6 sash and the door is located on the northern
bay of the facade. The two outstanding features of the building
beside the general form is a scolloped eave board on the facade,
similar to the Bean house on the Canal, and the chimney pot on the
south gable chimney.

With the removal of the siding and restoration of the porch and
shutters, the building could be very attractive.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Newsome Tenement is significant in this block of small
dwellings for its similarity of form and scale to its neighboring
buildings. It retains an attractive scolloped facia board and a
terra cotta chimney pot.

This house was probably built about 1836; that was the time of
a real estate transaction between Miss Frances Kirk, spinster, and
Richard H. Bayard in which the parties involved traded lots. Just
after the Civil War, when commerce on the Canal was at a high point,
the house sold for two hundred dollars. At that time, this was a
busy part of town and homes were being built farther away from the
Canal.

Lawrence Simmons, who bought this house in 1858 at a sheriff's
sale, was classified in the 1850 census as a farmer.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108









